
 

 

 

 

eco-union statement related to the 

 COP22 of the Barcelona Convention  
Barcelona, 08/12/21 

 

In a context of climate and biodiversity emergency at global and mediterranean level, the association eco-union is calling 

the contracting parties of the Barcelona Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region 

of the Mediterranean and its Protocols, taking place in Antalya, Turkey on 7-10 December 2021 to adopt and promote 

the following decisions and actions : 

 

1. Increase the climate and environmental ambition of the contracting parties so that the Mediterranean 

region, one of the most vulnerable and affected regions by climate change and biodiversity losses, become a 

global leader in the ecological transition to climate-neutrality by 2050 and stop biodiversity losses by 2030. 

2. Develop formal coordination and cooperation mechanisms with major regional and global 

environmental agreements, such as the Paris Agreement or the CBD, to implement them in the riparian 

countries in the shortest time possible through the Barcelona convention mechanisms. 

3. Agree on a submission to the IMO MEPC 78 to designate the Mediterranean Sea an emission control area 

for sulphur (SECA) with full entry into force by March 2024 ; as well an emission control area for nitrogen 

oxide emissions (NECA) with full entry into force by 2025, to maximise achievable health benefits for 

Mediterranean citizens and riparian countries. 

4. Commit to prohibit deep-sea mining in the Mediterranean sea to avoid potential irreversible effects on fragile 

and vulnerable marine ecosystems. 

5. Commit to stop the development of the off-shore oil and gas facilities in the Mediterranean sea, in line 

with the recommendations from the International Energy Agency (IEA) Net Zero report and the commitments 

from the Paris Agreement. 

6. Create an open-ended working group AND/OR undertake an external assessment to plan the gradual 

phasing out and environmentally-friendly decommissioning of existing off-shore oil and gas facilities in the 

Mediterranean sea, in line with the recommendations from the International Energy Agency (IEA) Net Zero 

report and the commitments from the Paris Agreement. 

7. Enhance the implementation, visibility, and impact of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable 

Development (MSSD) 2016-205, to take full benefits of its achievements and address its shortcomings, 

following the recommendations of the mid-term assessment of the MSSD. 

8. Ensure open, reliable and easy access to national data and information provided by contracting parties in 

the framework of the Barcelona Convention, to facilitate monitoring, participation and scrutiny by civil society, 

academia and external observers. 

9. Increase the level of technical and financial support to accredited Civil Society Organizations and 

Observers, in particular from southern countries, to guarantee adequate and fair participation in the policy and 

decision-making processes related to the Barcelona Convention. 

10. Create an open-ended working group to reflect on the success and shortcomings of the Barcelona 

Convention AND/OR require an external assessment on the level of implementation of the Barcelona 

Convention, with the aim to increase its impact and benefits for all Mediterranean citizens and riparian 

countries, in the framework of the MSSD and Agenda 2030 objectives. 

 
 

Eco-union is an independent citizen-driven Think and Do Tank aiming to accelerate the urgent transition towards 
sustainable development of the Euro-Mediterranean region through sustainable policies and practices in the public, 
private and third sector. eco-union is working with governments, businesses, Academia and Civil Society organizations 
on the Energy Transition, Climate neutrality, Clean Mobility, Blue and Green Economy, Environmental Governance 
among other critical sustainability challenges. eco-union is a board member of major civil society networks such as 
Climate Action Network Europe (CAN-E), Mediterranean Information Office for Sustainable Development (MIO-
ESCDE), Environmental Partnership for Environment (EPE) and active member of Transport & Environment 
(T&E), European Environmental Bureau (EEB) and Seas At Risk (SaR).  


