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 2019, a turning point for eco-union and our planet 

Dear friends, colleagues and citizens,
     
13 years after our creation in Barcelona, 2018 has been a cornerstone year for eco-union with the upscaling of our 
technical capacity and the launch of several flagships activities at the regional and international level. 

Internally, we have expanded our team with the recruitment of skilled experts and researchers on critical issues 
interconnected with sustainability such as European policies, international economics or tourism management. 

Externally, we have started the European project PROSEU financed by the European Commission through a grant 
of 3 millions euros. This ambitious research aims to accelerate the mainstreaming of renewable energy in the 
European Union trough its collective production and consumption by citizens, local authorities and SMEs —so-ca-
lled prosumerism. Coordinated by the University of Lisboa, eco-union is in charge —together with Client Earth— of 
the review of European and national policies, and more particularly the facilitation of two experimental living 
labs in Spain (with Som Energia) and France (with Enercoop and EPA).  

Together with the city of Barcelona, we have organized in 2018 an international workshop with the participation 
of several major European destinations and published a related report on how to improve the management of 
Urban Tourism through better policies and collaborations with stakeholders. We have also undertaken a large 
study on the conflicts and opportunities between Ocean Conservation and Spanish Coastal Tourism, financed by 
the Biodiversity Foundation. Through an active collaboration with the Catalan Government and partners such as 
Rezero, Posidonia or Surfrider, we have started a field project to eliminate solid waste at the beaches of Barcelo-
na. Som Blau initiative is supported by the city of Barcelona, to raise the awareness of the citizens of Barcelona 
on the links between our sea and climate change. 

Finally, we have actively contributed to the Green Economy Index, to be published early 2019, reviewing the qua-
lity, relevance and ambition of green economy policies in major world countries. Another flagship report to be 
available in the coming months describes how to mainstream private climate finance in the Southern-Eastern 
Mediterranean countries.

2019 will be a critical year for eco-union with the launch of our Blue Tourism initiative on sustainable coastal and 
maritime tourism. This project will be carried on together with the international think tank IDDRI, Planete Mer and 
the French Government.
 
Since adaptation is now a necessity to face climate change, we will also capacitate policy makers of mountain 
and coastal destinations in Spain to support the resilience of the tourism sector through the AdapTur project.

2019 is also a critical year for our planet. If we want to avoid the most dramatic consequences of climate chan-
ge, we have to accelerate the transformation of our global economy towards zero-carbon, zero-waste and ze-
ro-pollution by 2050. We should also make sure that no one is left behind and that all countries and citizens are 
empowered to be actively part of this great change.

     
          
Jérémie Fosse
President
eco-union
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1.Mission, vision and values

The eco-union association was established in 2005 as an environmental non-profit association.
Its scope of action is both local, national and international, with a particular focus on the Eu-
ro-Mediterranean region.
According to its Statutes, the Association aims to accelerate the transition of the Euro-Medite-
rranean region towards environmental sustainability, and in particular: 

1. Raise awareness and educate citizens on environmental sustainability
2. Disseminate research, innovation and knowledge on sustainable development
3. Support local, national or international territorial cooperation around sustainability
4. Empower and capacitate civil society actors, opinion leaders and decision-makers
5. Promote multi-stakeholders partnerships, collaborations and initiatives 
6. Act with transparency, inclusiveness and gender perspective

In order to achieve the above objectives, eco-union has the following means: 

• Voluntary contribution by its members and partners
• Subsidies, grants and contracts from public or private organizations
• Any other legally authorized income for achievement of its social purposes



2018 key numbers

STAFF

5 full-time 

2 part-time 

2 interns 
(France)

PARTNERS

5 thematic experts

17 individual members 

4 board members 

7 (e)co-workers

PROJECTS

5 Core Projects 
& initiatives 

NETWORKS

11 memberships

 4 national

7 regional
  1 global level

WEB

1100 
visits/month

www.ecounion.eu
www.global-ecoforum.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

 

1373 
followers on Twitter

@ecounion

1580 
followers on Facebook 

@ecounionNGO
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2.Projects 

City Nature eco forum

City Nature eco-forum (NEF) is an international 
forum to debate and share innovative ideas and 
experiences on how public health is related to 
the naturalization of cities while approaching 
a sustainable and fair transition towards natu-
re cities. The CNEF was the last conference of 
PROGRESS, an Erasmus+ project funded by the 
European Commission aiming to transfer and ex-
change knowledge between European profes-
sionals about green urban space management. 

• Leader: eco-union
• Partners: University of Copenhaguen, 
Good Planet Foundation, Orchies Inge-
nierie 
• Issues: Urban green spaces, urbanism, 
public health
• Number of Participants: 60
• Funders: Ajuntament de Barcelona 
• Budget:  9000 €
• Web: www.global-ecoforum.org 

Conferences, workshops and events

*Budgets are estimations, including in-kind contributions

Blue eco forum

The third edition of the Blue eco forum was held 
with the objectives of reflecting, debating and 
showing good practices for the integration of 
the ecosystem approach in the maritime spa-
tial planning of tourism in the Levantino-Balear 
region. This edition debated on the necessary 
integration between coast and sea for the go-
vernance of tourism and the difficulty that this 
integration poses today in one of the European 
areas with the greatest influx of visitors.

• Leader: eco-union
• Partners: ENT Foundation 
• Issues: Blue economy, maritime spatial 
planning, tourism governance
• Number of participants: 45
• Funders: Ajuntament de Barcelona, Fun-
dación Biodiversidad
• Budget: 6000 €
• Web: www.global-ecoforum.org 
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Tuourism eco forum

Tourism eco forum served as an actors 
meeting point to debate and share prac-
tices dealing with growing urban tou-
rism issues (i.e. overtourism, gentrification, 
illegal renting, air/noise pollution, work con-
ditions, etc). TEF explored particular fields as:  
Identification, monitoring and assessment of 
urban tourism issues or new governance fra-
meworks and policy instruments for tourism 
and urban sustainability.

• Leader: eco-union
• Partners: GRATET (Universitat Rovira i 
Virgili)
• Issues: Responsible tourism, sustainable 
development, european cooperation 
• Number of participants: 50
• Funders: Ajuntament de Barcelona 
• Budget: 2400 € 
• Web: www.global-ecoforum.org  

VILAMON

In 2018 VILAMON reoriented its activities into a 
tourism responsible cineforum and a participa-
tion in the Catalan Social Economy Fair (FESC). 
Cinelab Turisme stimulated reflection and de-
bate around different aspects and modalities 
of the touristic phenomenon through the pro-
jection of films and thematic documentaries.  
During the FESC, VILAMON organized a confe-
rence focusing on the opportunities of the so-
cial economy in the tourism sector

• Leader: eco-union
• Partners: Posidonia Green Project, Loom 
Sustainable, La mochila verde
• Issues: Responsible tourism, local parti-
cipation
• Funders: Ajuntament de Barcelona
• Budget: 4000 €
• Web: www.festivalvilamon.com 
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Advocacy, Research and Publications

Sustainable Urban Tourism

Sustainable Urban Tourism is a report develo-
ped by eco-union which has analyzed the tou-
rism policies of 11 major urban destinations in 
Europe. The report also analyses the main sus-
tainability problems and the measures that the 
local governments are implementing to manage 
the tourism sector.

• Leader: eco-union
• Issues: Responsible tourism, sustainable 
development
• Funder: Ajuntament de Barcelona
• Budget: 30000 € 
• Report: www.ecounion.eu/en/publica-
tions/

PROSEU

PROSEU – Mainstreaming active participation of 
citizens in the Energy Transition – is a research 
project under the EU Horizon 2020 programme. 
It brings together eleven partners from seven 
European countries (universities, research insti-
tutes and consultancies, non-governmental, and 
non-profit organisations). The aim of the project 
is to enable the mainstreaming of the renewa-
ble energy prosumer into the European Energy 
Union.

• Leader: Universidade de Lisboa
• Partners: 11 european research centers 
• Issues: Renewable energy, prosumerism 
• Funders: European Comission
• eco-union budget: 100.000€ / year 
(300.000€ in total) 
• Total budget: 3.120.000 € 
• Period of execution: 2018 - 2021
• Web: www.proseu.eu 



Trainings, events and         
cooperation
Progress – Professional Trainings on 
Urban Green Space Management

The project PROGRESS (Program of professio-
nal exchange of management of urban green 
spaces) is a European project framed within 
ERASMUS + program. It aims to bring together 
environmental professionals and actors of ur-
ban green spaces around the design and main-
tenance of these spaces. The program consists 
of sharing and transmitting experiences, metho-
dologies and knowledge in different contexts 
(population, climate, cultures...).

• Leader: Orchis Ingénierie (France)
• Partners: University of Copenhagen, 
Good Planet Belgium
• Funders: European Union (Erasmus 
Agency), Barcelona City
• Budget: 34,600 € (eco-union)
• Period of execution: 2016 - 2018
• Website: www.progress-project.eu
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PLANMEDTUR

PLANMEDTUR assesses the current context of 
the tourism Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) in 
Spain establishing management recommenda-
tions with an ecosystem approach. Environmen-
tal pressures caused by the activities related to 
tourism in the maritime space were analyzed. 
A project-based guide that includes general 
and sectoral recommendations has also been 
published. 

• Leader: eco-union
• Issues: maritime spatial planning, 
 tourism governance
• Funders: Fundación Biodiversidad 
• Budget: 38.940 €
• Report: www.ecounion.eu/en/publica-
tions



11

	 Activity	Report	2018

Participations to conferences, 
events and workshops

Los múltiples destinos de los plásticos
21th May 2018 
Madrid

eco-union was invited to participate at the 
conference "plastics, waste and water cycle" 
organized by the Spanish chapter of the Club 
of Rome.
The session contributed to new considerations 
and debates, with multiple questions related 
to the plastic as a threat to the environment, 
but also an opportunity to develop a truly cir-
cular economy.

+info: www.clubderoma.net/cecor_jorna-
das_index.php

BleuTourMed MidTerm Conference: 
Re-connecting tourism 
29th of May 2018
Rome

The MED Sustainable Tourism Community or-
ganised the international conference “Re-con-
necting tourism: promoting evidence-based 
policies for sustainable development”. The 
event was organised by the Bleutourmed_C3 
Horizontal project and eco-union participated 
as an expert speaker. 

+info: sustainable-tourism.interreg-med.
eu/news-events/events/detail/actualites/
re-connecting-tourism-promoting-eviden-
ce-based-policies-for-sustainable-develop-
ment-1/
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Blue Growth Community Mid-Term 
Conference, 23th November 2018, 
Barcelona

The InnoBlueGrowth project, driving the 
Blue Growth Community, organized its 
transnational Mid-Term Conference “Blue 
Economy: The Blue Way of Life”, which ga-
thered experts and key players from the 
Mediterranean region on November 22nd-
23rd 2018, in Barcelona, Spain.
eco-union participed as a speaker in the 
first panel of the conference "Blue Growth 
Community moving forward: awareness 
raising, mitigating pressures and involving 
younger generations”  

+info: www.medaeconomicweek.org/
blue-growth/

 “Sustainable investments in the 
Mediterranean"  
19th June 2018 
Brussels

eco-union and the European Institute of the 
Mediterranean (IEMed) present report Green 
Finance in the Mediterranean in Brussels at a 
workshop co-hosted with Finance Watch.
This report explores some of the initiatives to 
promote green investment in the Mediterranean, 
in areas such as renewable energy, coastal 
preservation, clean water and sustainable 
agriculture.



13

	 Activity	Report	2018

Climate Finance side-event at UN-
FCCC COP24 
12th December 2018
Katowice

The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) invi-
ted eco-union to participate in a side event at 
COP24 in Katowice, Poland. eco-union presen-
ted its draft study for the UfM on private cli-
mate finance in the South-Eastern Mediterra-
nean (SEMed) region, laying out the barriers and 
opportunities for both tracking and mobilising 
private finance in climate-related investments 
in the region. 

+info: www.ufmsecretariat.org/ufm-clima-
te-conference-cop24/
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Conferences, workshops 
and events

Several  thematic eco-forums on Urban Tourism, 
Urban Mobility, Climate Change and Green Ci-
ties are planned in Barcelona, increasing the 
debate with Mediterranean stakeholders and 
increasing awareness and advocacy impacts.
Organized annually by eco-union in Barcelona, 
the eco-forums are high-level, multi-stakehol-
ders and participative events aiming to inspire 
and act towards advancing sustainability. Since 
2008 they have gathered opinion leaders and 
change agents to promote dialogue, innovation 
and collaboration from key actors of the Eu-
ro-Mediterranean region.

+info: www.global-ecoforum.org/

Training, cooperation 
and education

Som Blau is a project developed by environ-
mental and academic entities with the aim of 
promoting education on climate change and 
the communication of its effects on marine and 
coastal ecosystems in the city of Barcelona.
The project will promote the creation of strate-
gies for adaptation and mitigation by means of 
communication and environmental education 
directed to students and to the public sphere. 

+info: www.ecounion.eu/ca/portfolio/
som-blau/ 

3. Workplan 2019
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Research and Advocacy

Blue tourism

In 2019, the second phase of our Blue Tourism 
initiative will be launched in a special confe-
rence in Paris, following the publication of the 
State of the Blue Tourism Report, supported by 
the french environmental Agency ADEME. This 
global initiative on sustainable coastal and ma-
ritime tourism is leaded by eco-union with the 
participation of french think-tank IDDRI and 
environmental NGO Planete Mer, and the finan-
cial support of the french government, targeting 
three concrete regional seas - The Mediterra-
nean, Caribbean and Western Ocean Indian 
- to implement field projects in resorts, cruise 
and eco-tourism sectors through participatory 
sciences and environmental management tools. 

+info: www.ecounion.eu/portfolio/blue-tou-
rism/

Zero Beach

The project main objective is to define a marine 
litter prevention protocol within the framework 
of municipal waste prevention plans and bin-
ding regulations. The Zero Beach protocol is a 
quality scheme to distinguish the environmen-
tal assessment of beaches through a marine lit-
ter prevention system and a campaign of sens-
bilitzation of beach users.

+info: www.ecounion.eu/portfolio/ze-
ro-beach/
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VILAMON re-connecta

Re-connecta is a research project on the sustai-
nability of the supply chain of independent ho-
tels in Barcelona. The project will study if inde-
pendent hotels in Barcelona can improve their 
sustainability from the supply chain and at the 
same time asses if there are enough sustainable 
suppliers who can meet the needs of indepen-
dent hotels competitively and efficiently.
This project has been cofinanced by the Ajun-
tament de Barcelona through a grants call for 
the socioeconomic promotion of the land.

+info: festivalvilamon.com/participa-al-pro-
jecte-reconnecta-millora-els-teus-provei-
dors-millora-la-teva-sostenibilitat/ 

Climate Finance in the Mediterranean

Following our flagship report on Green Finan-
ce in the Mediterranean, the secretariat of the 
Union for the Mediterranean has contracted 
eco-union to undertake an assessment of the 
state of private climate finance in the Sou-
thern Eastern Mediterranean countries, with 
the aim to better engage with the private sec-
tor to mainstreaming mitigation and adaptation 
projects through Foreign Direct Investments, 
among other financial tools.  

Green Economy tracking

Thanks to our previous work on Green Eco-
nomy in the Mediterranean, eco-union has been 
contracted by the Green Economy Coalition to 
review the state of Green economy policies in 
major world countries and build the first global 
index towards a green, inclusive and fair green 
economy.

ADAPTUR

Adaptur is a research, participation and capaci-
ty building project for the development of cli-
mate services and strategies and the adaptation 
of tourist destinations to climate change, within 
the framework of the Spanish National Plan for 
Adaptation to Climate Change (PNACC).  
ADAPTUR incorporates different types of des-
tinations with different climatic and territorial 
realities, with the aim of defining oriented cli-
mate change adaptation guides.

+info: www.ecounion.eu/portfolio/adaptur/
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4. Networks

 

Global Full member
The world’s largest 
alliance inspiring a tran-
sition to green and fair 
economies.

European and global Full member
Europe’s largest NGOs 
coalition working on cli-
mate and energy issues.

European Union
Largest network of en-
vironmental citizen or-
ganizations in Europe.

European Union Board Member
Multi-stakeholder pla-
tform to promote new 
partnerships for Pros-
perity in Europe.

European Union Full member
European non-profit ex-
pert platform on Envi-
ronmental Fiscal Reform 
(EFR)

Network Geographic scope eco-union role Brief description

European Union Full member
Environmental groups 
and activists working 
for sustainable trans-
port policies.

Board Member
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Network Geographic scope eco-union role Brief description

Mediterranean National member
Network of Mediterra-
nean CSOs to enhan-
ce mutual respect be-
tween cultures

Mediterranean Board Member

Federation of Medite-
rranean NGOs in the 
fields of environment 
and sustainable develo-
pment.

Statewide National member

More than 400 organisa-
tions from the environ-
mental, development 
cooperation and scien-
ce movements

Catalonia Board Member

Federation of Catalan 
environmental NGOs to 
promote participation 
in decision-making in 
Catalonia.

Barcelona Board Member
Sustainability advisory 
council of the city of 
Barcelona.

Global National member

International network 
that mobilizes global 
scientific and tech-
nological expertise to 
promote sustainable 
development



eco-union
C/Palau No 4, 1r 1a

Barcelona
Phone number: +34 93 55 35 840
www.ecounion.eu
info@ecounion.eu

@ecounion
@ecounionNGO


